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NEWSLETTER NUMBER 8
Field trip to Ledsham Banks on 27th August 2015
On a blustery day with threats of rain only a handful of hardened drinkers turned out for this late event which, despite the weather and
the Club Secretary being served with the wrong lunch, was judged a great success. The principal objective of the trip was to find Autumn Ladies Tresses. These turned out to be present in abundance in the central part of the reserve - one count gave over 60 specimens. Perhaps even more impressive were the Autumn Gentians which ran easily into three figures and were widespread and of surprising size.
There were not many other open flowers and, because of the weather very few insects, although a female Sympetrum striolatum
obliged with a photo-opportunity.

Autumn Gentian (Gentianella amarella

Autumn Ladies Tresses (Spiranthes spiralis)
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Ledston Luck August 27th 2015
After lunch a fragment of the original Ledsham party, comprising the editor, visited Ledston Luck in search of insects. By this time it
was blowing almost a full gale and the `party’ was reduced to creeping around the reeds on the pond looking for what was taking
shelter. He was rewarded by a splendid female hoverfly, Chrysotoxum bicinctum complementing the specimen of Chrysotoxum festiva found by Peter Larner on the previous field trip to the Reserve (Newsletter 7 page 3), and a male Sympetrum sanguineum. The
magnificent display of orchids seen in July were in seed and being used as nurseries by large numbers of the impressive spider Araneus quadratum.

Chrysotoxum bicinctum

Sympetrum sanguineum
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Araneus quadratum
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The National Plant Monitoring Scheme in the Leeds Area
Graham Heffernan writes:
The National Plant Monitoring Scheme (NPMS) was
launched in 2015. It is run jointly by the Botanical Society of
the British Isles, Plantlife, the Centre for Ecology and Hydrology and the Joint Nature Conservation Committee. It aims to
provide a standardized approach to vascular plant surveillance and monitoring in different habitat-types across Britain
to provide `timely and robust estimates of plant status and
trends’ to feed into National Biodiversity strategies. The recording work is to be undertaken by volunteers who do not
necessarily have specialized botanical identification skills. It
is envisaged that funding will run for up to nine years in the
first instance to provide long run data comparable to that
arising from bird and butterfly recording

recording work undertaken, for instance, by the BSBI and
local Naturalist’s groups.
I was assigned the 1-km square located to the east of Barwick-in-Elmet village. There are seven other 1km squares in
the Leeds area: Arthington, Sicklinghall, Oulton, Boston Spa,
Otley, Ilkley & Tingley, all of which have been adopted.
In my 1-km square, I have so far located four permanent
plots: a 10x10 metre plot in woodland within the Parlington
Estate at the extreme eastern edge of the 1 km square; a
linear 25x1 metre plot along a hedgerow; a linear 25x1 metre plot along a road verge; and a 5x5 metre plot in “Lowland
grassland/neutral pasture” and have undertaken the first
year’s (2015) recording. The records have now been submitted electronically to NPMS via their website and I am currently awaiting feedback regarding the first outcomes from
the analysis of the national data.

A sample of 2600 1-km squares has been chosen to cover
eleven broad habitat-types. Volunteers adopt a square and
locate up to 5 permanent plots as suitable examples of the
different habitat-types that their square contains. Plantlife
has provided training sessions for the volunteers on the
methodology and in basic plant identification. Recording of Below :some of the flowers being monitored on Geoff’s plots
plants within the plots can be done at one of three levels
depending on the botanical skills of the volunteers and is
done twice yearly, in spring & late summer. At the lower two
levels, `Wildflower’ and `Indicator’ , the volunteer is given
lists of common species to be identified. The highest level
requires the listing of all species present. NPMS data is intended to be in addition to the existing plant monitoring &

Yellow rattle (Rhinanthus minor)

Field Scabious (Knautia arvensis)
Cowslip (Primula vervis)
Feedback and questions to John Bowers: johnbowers1018@gmail.com
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Butterfly Report 2015
Peter Larner Writes:
ber of records from Rodley NR where the species was seen on
20 dates, beginning on 6 April, with the last on 6 September.
Both males and females were seen, and several records came
from the butterfly bank where a foodplant, Alder Buckthorn, is
doing well. It seems reasonable to hope that at least one female might have laid eggs there this year. A pair seen in the
Hollies by David Hunter suggests another possible breeding
site.
Green Hairstreak
)
Large Skipper
) No records received this year.
A new site for this species was found on a Club visit to Ledston Purple Hairstreak
Luck on 25 June when several were on the wing. The only oth- White-letter Hairstreak )
er records came from West Park, where there were 2 on 16
July, and from Rodley NR where the species had a good year
Small Copper
with counts up to 20 on 3 July, and double figure counts on
Apart from one in David Hunter’s garden, all this year’s very
several other days. The last was at Rodley on 9 August.
few records come from Rodley NR. The first was seen on 27

Small Skipper

First record for the year was two at West Park on 30 June. The
highest count was also at West Park when on 12 August, 40+
were counted. It seems likely that butterflies would have been
around for some time after this date, although this is our last
recorded date. Not a good year at Rodley NR where only small
numbers were found, the season beginning on 15 July and
ending on 9 August.

Large White

The whites are difficult to identify in flight, so many that fail to
stop don’t get recorded. Even allowing for this, numbers are
greatly reduced from the huge
numbers that were seen 20 or 30 years ago.
Only 1 was reported in May, and 2 in June - at Rodley NR.
August produced more records, with butterflies seen on most
days in small numbers. There were a few records in September
of 1 or 2, the last on the 7th

April and others were present in May; one on 7 June was also
probably from the first brood. The second brood in August and
September showed the highest counts, and the last of the year
was one on 2 October
Brown Argus - Not recorded this year

Common Blue

Disappointingly few records, but several were seen at Ledsham
and on the Club outing to Ledston Luck – a new site. Rodley
NR is not a new site for this species, but sightings in 2015 sugSmall White
gest that breeding is now taking place there. Butterflies were
The most recorded of the three common whites this year, recseen from 29 May until the last on 19 September. Up to five
orded from 6 April at Rodley with quite large numbers – up to
(including males and females) were reported on the Butterfly
100+ - in July and August when they were attracted to the flow- Bank in August.
ers of fodder radish grown to provide winter feed for finches.
Holly Blue
Away from Rodley the Small White was a frequent visitor to my
Never very numerous, the Holly Blue’s fortunes seem vary congarden through August, less frequent in September and occasiderably from year to year and it is the Blue most likely to be
sional (3 records) in October.
seen in gardens .The only first generation record is of two
Green-veined White
males at Great Swarcliffe plantation on 5 May. A male was in
Very few records of this species in 2015, and none from my
my garden on 30 June, 1 July and 7 September. In August one
garden which is difficult to believe. At Rodley NR the position
was in a garden in Moor Allerton on the 16th and another was
was not much better: the first was seen on 25 April, followed by seen at Ledsham Dale on the 27th. There were four records
one on 20 May, and on 2 dates in June – 3 on the 15th being
from Rodley NR – singles on 3 and 10 June and 8 August folthe best count of the year. One or two seen on seven dates in
lowed by 2 on 9 August. In a Headingley garden (John Bowers)
August and 1 in September.
there was one on 10 June and the species was continually preOrange Tip
sent in early September, with 5 on the 2nd. Altogether a bit
Apart from Rodley NR records, only 2 Orange Tips were report- better than average year.
ed – from Swarcliffe on 5 May and a garden sighting on 4 June. Red Admiral
Rodley NR fared better with good numbers, and although there It seems likely that some Red Admirals are now able to overwere not as many as last year, several double figure counts
winter in this country – at least in the south of England. Arrival
were made by the end of April. The last was on 28 June
dates in Leeds suggest our Red Admirals are immigrants from

Brimstone

the Continent – reported from 16 June to 25 July, with one late
Signs this year that the Brimstone is perhaps spreading from its individual at Rodley NR on 8 August. Offspring from these new
headquarters in SE Leeds from where- as it happens - no rearrivals began to emerge on 10 September, and were a feature
ports were received this year. However there were quite a num- of our garden, and other sites until the last on 1 November.
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Painted Lady.
Newspaper reports suggested that 2015 would see a large
influx of Painted Ladies to the UK, but in the event it proved to
be a rather bleak year, similar to 2014. Presumed immigrants
were seen from 9 June until the end of the month, and their
offspring were seen from 19 August –mostly singles – and in
my garden on 12 days until the last on 10 October, Seen away
from gardens at Ledston Luck, Ledsham Dale and Rodley NR

Small Tortoiseshell
March 2015 was a cold month and apart from a very early one
on 6 February, no Small Tortoiseshells were reported until 6
April. Spring numbers were about average, but emergence of
the summer brood began quite early, round about 7 June
(Rodley NR), and were seen in my garden on several dates
from the 10th to the end of the month and almost daily through
July. It appears that this early emergence allowed a partial
summer brood, which emerged in September, and prolonged
normal pre-hibernation feeding to the end of September and
beyond. The last was sees at Rodley NR on 1 November.

particularly during September.
Wall Not recorded this year
Marbled White.
Few records this year as relevant sites were not often visited
at the best time. However reports were reported from Ledsham Banks (David Hunter) and from a new site – Townclose
Hill, Kippax (YWT)

Gatekeeper
Continues to flourish at Golden Acre Park and at Ledsham
Dale and I had my first ever garden record. There was another
garden record in Moor Allerton. Rodley NR had the first of the
year on 12 July and a good spread of records, although in rather low numbers, until the last there on 25 August. The last
reported at Golden Acre were three on 26 August. Although
this species is doing well on some sites there are signs of decline elsewhere

Meadow Brown

Probably the commonest and most widespread of our butterflies – recorded from two new sites in 2015 – 1 at Letchmire
Peacock
Pastures on 17 June and 4 at Ledston Luck on 25 June. The
The first this year was at Rodley NR on 22 March. Numbers
first was at Rodley on 15 June and records continued there
then were good – slightly higher than average at West Park
until the last on 29 August. The highest count at Rodley was
where there were 12 on the 6th and 4 on 21 April. One was in 18 on 9 July, but at West Park the peak number was 60+ on
our garden on the 22nd. Counts, extending to double figures,
12 August approximately 6 weeks after the first 5 on 30 June.
were also seen at Rodley NR in April. Good numbers of cater- The last of all was, unusually, 1 in my garden on 7 September.
pillars were found at Rodley NR in July and early August but
Ringlet
very few emerging butterflies were seen – the first, one on 29 The first of the year was one at Letchmire Pastures on 17
July, followed by lower than normal counts in August and
June; the last was at Rodley NR on 19 August. Numbers apSeptember – the last at Rodley on 19 September. Away from peared to be lower this year than in recent years with the largRodley the first of the summer brood were 5 seen in
est daily total 30 at Rodley on 5 July, However in John BowWharfedale around Weardley, but subsequently all records
ers’ garden a Ringlet that appeared on 30 June ( the first ever
except one were of single butterflies, the exception being 2 in record for the garden) stayed for much of July.
our garden on 23 August. One individual, identified by a damSmall Heath
aged wing, was present daily in my garden from the middle of
nd
August to the 2 October when the weather was suitable. It, or Very few reports of Small Heath which appears to have gone,
perhaps another (I forgot to check) appeared on the afternoon nationally, from common to endangered quite rapidly. In Leeds
most records come from the band of unproductive land across
of 1 November – my first November record for Peacock.
north Leeds, much of which has been taken in for golf courses
Comma
etc. A new site was found at Ledston Luck – the first site in
Since its arrival in Leeds in 1991 the Comma has been wide- East Leeds. The only other records came from Golden Acre
spread, but in lower numbers than other Vanessid species.
Park
The first of the year was at Rodley NR on 22 March but only a
few were seen in April with no further sightings until the early
emergence of the summer brood beginning at Rodley on 9
Big day in the garden July. Only small numbers were reported through August and
September, the most consistent site was my garden with 1 or
2nd September in John Bowers’ Headingley garden
sometimes 2 until the last on 17 October
was quite something :
Speckled Wood
Comma 1; Red Admiral 6; Small Tortoiseshell 3; Speckled Wood 5; Meadow Brown 1;
This species has a long season stretching this year from 8
April (Rodley NR) to 19 October ( my garden). A new site dis`
We just had 1 Peacock and 1 Small White
covered at Ledston Luck held a large number in scrub woodland on 25 June, and is probably our largest colony at present.
Good numbers were at Rodley NR in September and into October. Notable this year was the number visiting my garden,

`
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Syllabus 2016
Indoor Meetings (7.00 pm Quaker Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane)
January 11

John Mather

African Safari—Highlights of 50 trips to the Dark continent

February 8

John Bowers

30 years of garden wildlife

March 14

Nichola Vernon

Weeds of Arable Crops

April 11

Peter Larner

Butterflies on my Mind

September 12

Bill Kunin

Dynamics & Conservation of British Pollinators

October 10

David Alred

The Fascination of Dragonflies

November 14

Andy Millard

Costa Rica—12 days in a Biodiversity Hotspot

December 12

AGM and Conversazione

Field Meetings 2016
Weds 18
May

Golden Acre & Breary
Marsh

Meet at Golden Acre car park, A660 Otley Road SE266418 at
10.00 AM

Weds 14
June

RSPB St Aidans

Meet at Fleet Lane car park, Oulton SE381285 at 10.30 AM

Thurs 7 July

Ledston Luck

Meet at Ledston Luck Enterprise Park Se429307 on A656
Ridge Road at 10.30 AM (Reserve is 300 yards up Ridge Road towards
Garforth)

Thurs 14 July Hetchell Wood

Meet at the Reserve, Milner Lane, Thorner SE380422 at 10.30
AM

Weds 10 Au- Ledsham Dale
gust

Meet at car Park Holy Rood Lane Ledsham SE460297 at 10.30
AM

Leeds Naturalists Club and Scientific Association
Annual membership fee £10.00
Applications to the Membership Secretary, Dr A Millard, Woodland Villas, 86, Bachelor Lane, Horsforth, Leeds
LS18 5NF. Tel: 0113 258 2482
Feedback and questions to John Bowers: johnbowers1081@gmail.com

