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RHODODENDRON  LEAFHOPPER 

AT TEMPLE NEWSAM  
 

Publication of a photograph of this pretty leafhopper on 

the YNU Flickr site caused some consternation. Rhodo-

dendron leafhopper (Graphocephala fennahi) 

was introduced to the UK from North America in the 

1930s. It is abundant on rhododendron  throughout South 

and South-east England but  has hardly spread further  

north. It is found at one site in Norfolk , one in North 

Wales and 2 or 3 in Merseyside. Its presence at Temple 

Newsam where it can be found around the top Lake is the 

most northerly record for England.  It has been present for 

at least a decade and was probably introduced in rhodo-

dendrons imported from a site in the Midlands. The spe-

cies is one of the target species in the Biological Record 

Centre RISC (Recording Invasive Species Counts) 

scheme.  Where present Rhododendron leaf-hoppers can 

easily be found in autumn sunning themselves on rhodo-

dendron leaves. Members are asked to look out for them  

in the numerous rhododendron collections around Leeds. 

Please report any sightings to John Bowers. 

 

PIED WAGTAIL ROOST IN CITY 

CENTRE DESTROYED 
 

Large numbers of Pied wagtails gathering  at dusk to 

roost in trees in Dortmund Square were one of the few 

wildlife sights of the winter city. We were disturbed 

therefore in late November to find that the roost trees  had 

been cut down.  Contact with the City Council revealed 

that they had undertaken no environmental assessment 

before carrying  out this work and were unaware that pied 

wagtails used the trees as a roost. They had erected a no-

tice in the square  beforehand stating their intention to cut 

down the trees  but  unfortunately pied wagtails cannot 

read. We have subsequently been unable to find the roost 

There appear to be no wagtails roosting in the town cen-

tre, neither in Dortmund  Square nor  at the other known 

site at the Metro Bus station. 

However some good may come of this event. 

A meeting has been arranged between Leeds Nats and  

the Council Environment and Landscape teams to create a 

dialogue aimed at preventing such things happening in 

the future. 
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WINTER BIRDS 
Mary Larner writes: 

 

Migration from northern Europe has brought one or two 

flocks of Waxwings to Leeds. Groups of around 50 

have been seen in Headingley, in St John’s churchyard  
in the City Centre and at Swillington. Reports suggest that 
the berry crop here is not very good, so they might not 
hang around for long. A flock of about 50 on Headingley 
Hill were hawking insects from the top of a sycamore. 
Waxwings hawk insects in summer but gradually change 
to a berry diet in winter. It is thought that a failure of  the 
berry crop in Scandinavia brought the birds here before 
the transition was complete.  
 

Goldcrests, our smallest bird, are unlikely-seeming 

migrants but they cross the North Sea in numbers in most 
years. Probable visitors, having made their way from the 
East Coast, are now turning up in gardens (P&BM) and 
elsewhere   
 

As to a recent report of a Kingfisher giving good views 

along the A61 near Harewood(GT) - I’m rather glad it 
wasn’t me driving. Would I have the necessary discipline 
not to look at the bird on such a dangerous road? 
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Horse chestnut leaf mining moth (Cameraria ahridella) 

@ photograph by David Baker 

HORSE CHESTNUT LEAF MINER    
Peter Larner 
 
 Following the article in the last edition, in August and Sep-
tember I looked closely at every horse chestnut that I came 
across for signs of the leaf miner – and there’s no doubt that 
it really is here. All but one of the trees I looked at showed 
the signs, but on only four or five were all leaves affected. I 
would guess that on most trees about 50% of the leaves had 
been ‘mined’ by hungry caterpillars 
  
 Indications are that the leaf miner does not cause perma-
nent damage to the tree –confirmed to some extent by David 
Baker’s observation of a tree that had been heavily infected 
in 2011 but was relatively lightly affected in 2012. 
 



  

 

The Meadow brown is one of the few butterflies 

where the female is more colourful and attractive than 
the male, and I was surprised to see, towards the end 
of August, several really beautiful and immaculate fe-
males, obviously newly emerged, just when the flight 
period was coming to an end. I hope they managed to 
find a mate in the few days that were left. 
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BUTTERFLIES in 2012  

 
Peter Larner writes: 

 
The last really good year for butterflies was 
2006. This year was really awful at times and 
one feared for the future of some species. How-
ever things were not as bad as they might have 
been, and several species did quite well in Au-
gust when the weather relented somewhat.  
 

Small Tortoiseshells, though in smaller 

numbers than normal, and the Peacock were 

around in late summer in gardens and else-
where, feeding up for hibernation; the second 

brood of Small Copper were in good num-

bers, many that I saw feeding on ragwort -which 
had a very good year  
 

The Marbled White, which only became 

established in West Yorkshire in 2006 has 
spread from its initial site at Madbanks to the 
other Ledsham reserve, Ledsham Dale where 
there seemed to be a strong colony on 25 July, 
and odd ones have been seen elsewhere. A 
survey of likely sites on the Magnesian Lime-
stone in 2013 could yield evidence of further 
expansion. 
 
An even better record, in a way, was a single 

Wall butterfly that I photographed at Rodley 

NR on 5 September This once-common species 
is now in some trouble and this is the first re-
ported from Leeds in the past three years. This 
sighting doesn’t mean it is out of the wood, but 
at least there are a few still around. 

 

 

Note the scalloped edge to the hind wing 
with the delicate white fringe still intact 

© Photographs on this page by Peter Larner 
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HOVERFLIES in 2012 
Early summer hoverflies looked promising with  

Portevina maculata found in wild garlic on 

Meanwood Ridge and along Wykebeck and Leu-

cozona laternaria  on Breary Beck  

The wet  weather however soon had its effects. In 

June and July  Merodon equestris and Scaeva 

pyrastri were non-existent; Episyrphus bal-

teatus and Eupeodes and Syrphus species were 

scarce.  

 

But things picked up in August. 

There were huge numbers every-

where of Helophilus pendulus 

with a scattering of the larger and 

brighter H. trivittatus.  It was 

also a good autumn for some Eris-

talis species with massive numbers 

of E. arbustorum in August and 

of E. pertinax throughout the au-

tumn. E. horticola was present at most main sites 

but E. interruptus was not common. E. intri-

carius was at Golden Acre as were Eriozona er-

ratica, Cheilosia illustrata  and (among the 

heather) Sericomyia lappona. Leucozona 

glaucia was seen at both Golden Acre and Temple 

Newsam.        

Leucozona laternaria 

Portevina maculata 

Helophilus trivittatus 

Eristalis horticola 

Eristalis intricarius 

Sericomyia lappona 
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January 14th          JOHN BOWERS   A Naturalist goes Birding . Photographs from Namibia  
                                    

Feb 11th  MELANIE SMITH & MARGARET MOSELEY  The History and Flora of Ox Close Wood
  

Mar 11th  GORDON HAYCOCK  Bryophytes of the Yorkshire Dales National Park 

 

Apr 8th  JOHN MATHER             Costa Rica – Gem of Central America. –Birds, Mammals  

                                                                       Butterflies, Orchids and Landscapes. 
 

July 3rd                       PETER LARNER         Field trip to Ledsham Dales   
 

August 14th         JOHN BOWERS            Field trip to Temple Newsam  

 

Sept 8              PAUL MORRIS    60 Years of Change. Changes in Bird Populations around  

                                                         Leeds - 1951 to 2011 from the records of the Leeds Birdwatchers’ Club 
 

Oct 14            SYLVIA JAY    Otters in Urban Environments 

 

Nov 11            ANDY MILLARD  Title to be announced 

 

Dec  9th   Annual general meeting and conversazione 

 

 

Meetings are held at the Quaker Meeting House, Woodhouse Lane, Leeds 2  

beginning at 7.15 pm.     
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Dragonfly report 
John Bowers writes: 

In an otherwise poor year for drag-

onflies the sight of over a hundred 

Migrant hawkers (Aeshna mixta) 
hunting the small reserve at Temple 

Newsam and offering lots of photo 

opportunities was delightful. 

FUNGI 

2012 has also not been a good year 

for budding Carlucios either, with ed-

ible and non edible fungi scarce. 

None-the-less in October the woods 

around Leeds were carpeted in De-

ceivers (Laccaria laccata) and 

(particularly) Amethyst deceivers 

(Laccaria amethystea) making  an 

amazing spectacle  

Leeds Naturalists Club and Scientific Association 
Annual membership fee £10.00 

Applications to the Membership Secretary, Dr A Millard, Woodland Villas, 86, Bachelor Lane, 

Horsforth, Leeds LS18 5NF. Tel: 0113 258 2482     

 


